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Overview:

Constellations are the grouping of stars or pattern of stars we see in the night sky.

Background:

Astronomy is one of the oldest sciences and people believed the positions of the stars were telling a story. People recognized patterns in the sky and named them, creating a constellation.  Many constellations were named by the Greeks after their mythological heroes and legends.  An example, is Orion, Orion was a great hunter to the ancient Greeks.

Constellations were also useful in agriculture.  Before the calendars that we know today, people would decide when to harvest their crops based on the location of certain constellations.  For example, Orion became fully visible in the night sky when winter was coming.  They could also look at the Summer Triangle to know when Spring or Summer is nearing.

Constellations also helped with navigation and helped ships travel around the globe aiding in the discovery of America.

Procedure:

Students may try to create an existing constellation using toothpicks & marshmallows or design their own.  Finished product(s) may go back in their bag for them to take home.
Each student to receive:
	1 bag of 20 mini- marshmallows
	15 toothpicks
